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Kick Start London merger with SHP consolidates 
services for homeless young people

Kick Start London, a specialist provider of supported accommodation for young people in Camden, has merged with SHP. The merger took effect on 31 July 2010, but the organisations have been working closely together since February when Kick Start London chose SHP as their partner.

Kick Start London’s chair Howard Salter explained the motivation behind the move:

“Joining SHP will enable us to develop new services and reduce costs. As a small independent provider Kick Start London has limited ability to compete for new business or invest in service innovation.

The London Housing Foundation assisted our Board to evaluate a range of potential partners with the capacity to take our services to the next level. We were very impressed with SHP’s supportive culture, and their expertise in fields including substance misuse and offending will add extra dimensions to our services.”

SHP Chair Jonathan Senker said:

“We are delighted that Kick Start London has chosen SHP as its merger partner. Kick Start London’s expertise in working with young people with high support needs will enhance our offering for young people and will enable us to move forward together to provide more services for at a time when demand from young people for these services is likely to rise.”

###

Notes to editors:

Kick Start London was formed in 2004 from an earlier merger between Prince Arthur House and Camden Accommodation Services (CAS). It provides supported accommodation for 68 young people aged 16-25, mainly in Camden.

SHP was founded in 1977. It works in communities across 15 London boroughs to support people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Services include specialist hostels and community-based support for offenders, substance misusers, people with mental ill health and care leavers and other young people at risk, as well as more generic services for people who are at risk of becoming homeless. In addition, SHP also provides a range of employment and training services as well as arts-based and horticultural activities. Last year 3,000 people used its services.
